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Virtual Meeting 
October 21, 2021 6:00 PM
Call to Order and Roll Call: 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Edith Thomas at 6:00 PM. Reviewed the Mission, breathing practice, brief discussion on the spirit of the Commission. (CEDAW) 
Members Present:







Executive Committee
Mary Henderson

Solano County, District 1

Ana Petero


Solano County, District 2 
Sullina Sanchez


Solano County, District 3 

Jennifer Hamilton

Solano County, District 4

Laura Petty


Solano County, District 5 

Gayle Vaughan


City of Benicia

Pat Nicodemus


City of Dixon




Treasurer
Rechelle Nettles


City of Fairfield




Secretary
Kay Kelley


City of Rio Vista 
Tiffani Thomas 


City of Suisun




Co-Chair
Edith Thomas


City of Vacaville




Chair
Elease Cheek


City of Vallejo
Andrea Lemos


Solano County Office of Education 

Membership 
Akon Walker


Member at Large
Juliana Biggs


Youth Member at Large

Sidonie Seltzer


Youth Member at Large

Guests:

Jacqui Nguyen (Vacaville)
Kimberlee Staking
 

Approval of Agenda
Commissioner Laura Petty moved and Commissioner Pat Nicodemus seconded the motion to approve the agenda. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Review of Previous Minutes
Commissioner Elease Cheek moved and Commissioner Laura Petty seconded the motion to approve the September 16, 2021 minutes. Motion passed unanimously approved. 
Regular Calendar
1. AB 361 Open meetings: state/ local agencies: teleconference Resolution 
Chair Edith Thomas read the guidelines of AB 361 and a discussion ensued. There was agreement that when COVID numbers decrease in Solano County and the County encourages Commissions to meet in person, we will. Commissioner Rechelle Nettles moved that the Commissioners vote on AB 361. Commissioner Gayle Vaughn seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. 
2. Membership Committee Recommendation & Vote for Adult Member at Large
We voted on Wendy Loomas as a Member at Large. The vote was unanimous. 

3. Welcome New Commissioners 

We welcomed the new nominee, Sullina Sanchez from District 3. 

4. Treasurers Financial Report 
Commissioner Pat Nicodemus reviewed our current balance as of 09.30.2021 $1738.85. 

5. Work Groups/ Planning Session/ Survey/ Future priorities 
After a long discussion on work group choices, there was an agreement that a survey with new members may help identify areas of expertise and interest. Standing work groups that the Commissioners agreed to continue with included: Homelessness, Maternal Health and Infant Mortality, Human Trafficking, Period Project collaboration with Touro University chapter of the American Medical Women’s Association; and Legislative.                                                        We agreed to invite subject matter experts to speak to Commissioners. 
Events that we agreed to continue holding annually include: Commissioner Retreat, Women Leaders of Today and Tomorrow (Women’s History Month), Birth Justice Solano virtual event, Community Resource Fairs.                                                                                                                         The California Commission on the Status of Women and Girls created a news brief of the eight Bills that were signed by the Governor; SB 331 Silence No More Act; AB 367 Menstrual Equity Act 2021; AB 1356 Protecting Reproductive Health Clinic Patients; AB 124 Justice for Survivors; AB 1171 Rape of a Spouse; SB 65 Maternal Care and Services Momnibus Bill; (Which we supported!) AB 14/ SB 4 Internet for All: broadband services: California Advanced Services Fund.  
6. Update on Foundation status “Friends of the Commission” 

Friends of the Commission has completed the Non Profit status request and is awaiting a response. The Board has been developed and they are anxious to begin assisting the Commission as a fundraising arm to support more efforts. 

7. Agenda items for November 18, 2021 Meeting

Approval of the Agenda
Approval of the Minutes

Comments from the Board 
Treasurer’s Report
Membership Report

Survey outcomes
Mentors
 

8. Closing Space: 

Poem; The Unspoken Word, by Carlene Kanellis (Solano resident) 


ADJOURN 

Chair Edith Thomas adjourned the meeting at 8pm. 
 

